
Meet the Parents

Teacher’s Notes

1. Write the word yam on the board. Tell students that you are going to give three definitions, but only one is correct. At the end they will have time to decide which is the correct one. 
2. Say (something like):
Yam is a verb. It means to drive a car through a shop window in order to steal from the shop. Example: The supermarket was rammed during the night, and the thieves got away with a haul of the best champagne.

Yam is a noun. It’s a kind of food which is popular in Latin America and is often called a sweet potato. Example: If you don’t know how to cook yams, you’ll find lots of recipes on the net. 

Yam is a noun. It’s an informal word that means “in a difficult situation”. Example: I’m in a bit of a yam at the moment - I closed the door and realised I’d left my keys in the flat. Now I can’t get back in.

3. Give students thirty seconds to decide with a partner which definition is correct and  have a class vote. Then show the picture of a yam (by IITA Image Library on Flickr). 
4. Now the students are going to do the same thing. Divide the class into two groups, A and B, and give them the corresponding worksheet. It’s a good idea to divide the As and Bs into pairs or threes within the group.
5. Each group has two words, each with two definitions and a blank space. First, students should decide which of the two definitions is the correct one, check in the dictionary, and then write a third incorrect definition for each word, and an example sentence. It’s not necessary for all the As or all the Bs to agree on an incorrect definition - there can be several incorrect ones.
6. Next pair an A with a B. They take it in turns to do exactly as you did at the beginning of the class. Feedback - did their partner choose an incorrect definition?
7. Tell students that they are going to see a clip from the film “Meet the Parents”, and give them a quick summary if no one has seen it - woman (Pam) takes man (Greg) home to meet her parents for the first time. Things don’t go according to plan. The scene they are going to watch takes place at dinner on the first evening.
8. Hand out the script, and tell students to fill the gaps using their imagination or memory of the film. Then watch the scene and check. If you’re using the DVD, it starts at 27:35. If you’re using the YouTube clip, it starts a few seconds later and doesn’t include the line “Greg, would you like some more yams?” so tell students that the mother has just offered him some.
9. Play the scene again and tell students to focus on Greg, both on how he speaks and his actions. 
10. After viewing, say that the film is about ten years old and is going to be remade. Students are going to audition for a part in the remake. In A/B pairs, Student A reads Greg’s part, and Student B reads the other three parts, and then change round. Go round and help with pronunciation, especially the contractions in you must have had..., and must have been thirty..., and the stress in Could you milk me?
11.  Tell students that they are going to see the clip again and everyone is going to play the part of Greg. They should speak at the same time as Greg, copying how he speaks and his actions. If you’re using the DVD, play the scene with subtitles so that students can read from the screen rather than the handout. 
12.  Say that in the next scene Greg goes to the kitchen to get a bottle of champagne while the family talk about Pam’s sister’s engagement ring. When Greg comes back, he’s surprised to find out that Pam has been engaged before. Play the scene and pause when he is about to open the champagne. If no one has seen the film, tell students to predict what happens. Give them a clue - it’s something to do with the only word from the first activity which doesn’t appear in the scene (urn). If some people have seen the film, they can tell those who haven’t if their predictions are going in the right direction. Then play the last few seconds.
13.  For homework students choose a short scene from a film, put the subtitles on and copy the way one of the characters speaks. Report back on how they got on in the next class.
Variation

· If you’re short of time, start at step 7.
· Play the scene before you give out the script in step 8.

