My Blackberry Is Not Working

Teacher's notes

1. Before watching

Tell the students they're about to watch a short film that includes the words below (write them on the board or dictate them). Where do they think it takes place?

orange

blackberry

juice

apple

eggs

Now let them watch the video until “all it did was mess up windows” and see if they were correct.

2. After watching 

Give them the handout and ask them to look at the cartoon. Do they get it? Briefly go through the idea of a pun.

Now ask them how many puns or double meanings they spotted in the sketch. Play until the end and ask them how many more they spotted.

Next, ask them to look at the 7 phrases under the cartoon. Ask them if they know or spotted the more colloquial versions, all of which appeared in the sketch (the number of words needed is given in brackets).

3. Watch again and see how many of the phrases they come up with. Then give them the transcription and let them find the answers (see below) to any of the above that they still haven’t got. Once they’ve finished that, ask them to go through it with a fine-tooth comb and try to get all the jokes. Clear up any problems once they’ve done their best. 

1. to run out of juice

2. a few black spots

3. to drag it into the trash

4. the latest blackberries 

5. they’ve brought out two new apples

6. There's not a lot I can do about that

7. I can't make head or tail of them

