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Activity 1
Who’s the best?

Choose some clips from a reality show. I used Pip and Puppy, Britain’s Got Talent Dolphin Man, and Michael Moral, which are all available onYouTube.

Check that students understand the idea of the show and tell them they have two tasks: the first one is to predict what the person is going to do, and the second is to say whether they should go through to the next round.

Play the first clip and pause just before the person says what their act is. Give students a minute or so to predict, get some feedback, and play the rest of the clip to see if anybody is correct. Then students say whether the person should go through to the next round and why. After students have watched all the clips, they put them in order from best to worst, giving reasons for their choice.

Activity 2
Word Clouds 

Go to www.wordle.net. Make a word cloud using a text about the film or TV series that students are going to see. Show students the cloud and ask them to guess either the title or what it’s about. 

If you intend to use the same word cloud on several occasions, you will either have to print it and make photocopies or take a screenshot and save it.  See www.take-a-screenshot.org for instructions.

Type “Wordle in Education” or “Wordle Classroom” into Google,  and you will find lots of ideas to use with your students.

This is the text I used to make the word cloud based on Lost. Set students a time limit to fill the gaps in pairs or groups. When checking the answers, give two points if they have the word used in the original text and one point if they have a different word that fits.
Lost : Season 1

A plane on its way from Australia to LA crashes mysteriously and breaks 

(1) ____________ three parts in mid-air. The central section of the fuselage lands on the beach of a desert island, with 48 (2)____________ beautiful survivors. The story of the first season is entirely occupied with how these survivors attempt to survive, about how some (3)____________ and some fail, and then about how they try to secure the basic (4) ___________ of life: fresh water, a regular food supply, a shelter from the monsoon storms. And finally, it's about how they try to get (5)___________ the island and get (6) ___________ to civilization.
Alternatively, paste the answers into a word cloud, which students use to check their answers. 

1. into    2. impossibly    3. succeed    4. necessities    5. off    6. back

Activity 3
Observation (Lost Season 1, Episode 1, beginning until opening credits)
Prepare some true / false statements about the clip you are going to show in class. Tell students to give themselves a mark out of ten for how observant they are. After watching the extract, they say whether the statements are true or false, and decide if they want to change the mark they gave themselves at the beginning.

These statements are based on the opening scene of the first episode of the first season of Lost.
How observant are you?

1. The first image we see is Jack’s right eye.
2. The dog came from Jack’s left.
3. Jack took a bottle out of his right pocket.
4. The man with the trapped leg was wearing a grey shirt.
5. Jack tied his tie round the injured man’s right leg.
6. An old man fell into the engine.
7. Three people spoke to Jack.
8. After the wing collapsed, there were two explosions.
9. The pregnant woman was not wearing a necklace.
The answers are: 1.T 2. T 3. T 4.T 5. T 6. F 7. T (trick question - Jack spoke to more than three people, but only three people spoke to Jack) 8. F 9. F
Activity 4
Back to Back (Search for Blind Date Aardman on YouTube)

Put students in A/B pairs sitting back to back, with A facing the screen. Turn the sound off. Tell students that you're going to play a clip and A is going to describe to B what's happening while it's happening - make sure your instructions are clear and that students know they must give a running commentary. Tell A that if they don't know the word for something, they have to find another way to say it.

Play the clip and A tells B what's happening. Afterwards, everyone looks at the screen, and play the clip with sound. Then B tells A how well they described the scene. See if anyone wants to ask about new vocabulary and write it on the board.

Then do the same again for the next extract, this time with B facing the screen and describing to A.

Hopefully, by the end of the second clip, there will be lots of vocabulary on the board. Students then write questions for each other using the new words and expressions - personal questions eg Have you ever... / When did you last.... rather than What does ....mean?, and discuss in pairs / groups.
Activity 5
Changes (The Walking Dead, Season 1, Episode 1 from 58:30)
Describe a memorable scene to the class, and make some changes. Students note down key words and compare with a partner. Check spelling, meaning and pronunciation of new vocabulary and get the students to retell the scene to each other. 

Tell students that they are going to watch the scene you described, but there are some differences. Show the clip and students identify the differences. As a follow-up, give students a few minutes to think of a scene they remember from a film or series and help with vocabulary. Tell them they must ask for at least one new word or phrase.

They tell a partner about their scene, and then repeat with a new partner, hopefully improving on the first version.

Activity 6
The remake
Choose a short scene and prepare a couple of comprehension questions. This one is based on Friends “The One with the Thumb” (season 3, episode 1). Students listen for “What caused the argument? and “What habits do they criticize?”

After viewing, give the students the script. Say that the series started nearly twenty years ago and is going to be remade. Students are going to audition for a part in the remake. In A/B pairs, Student A reads Rachel, Ross and Chandler’s roles, and Student B reads Phoebe, Joey and Monica’s, and then they change round so each student has had a go at all the roles.

Play the scene again and tell the students to focus on Chandler. Then tell them that they’re going to see the clip once more and everyone is going to play the part of Chandler. They should speak at the same time as Chandler, copying how he speaks (to raise awareness of the features of spoken English) and his actions (for fun).

Play the scene with the subtitles so that students can read from the screen rather than the handout. 

This is an activity students can do at home - select a short scene from a film or TV programme, put the subtitles on and copy one of the characters. They can also do a similar activity on www.englishcentral.com

Friends

The One with the Thumb

Ross

A thumb?

Phoebe
I know. I opened it up and there it was floating in there like this tiny little hitchhiker.

Chandler
Maybe it's a contest, you know, like "Collect all five".

Phoebe
Does anyone want to see?

Joey

Don't do that. Come on.

Rachel
It's worse than the thumb.

Chandler
This is so unfair.

Monica
Why is it unfair?

Chandler
So I have a flaw. Big deal. Like Joey's constant knuckle cracking isn't annoying. Ross with his overpronouncing every single word. And Monica with that snort when she laughs. I mean, what the hell is that? I accept all those flaws. Why can't you accept me for this?

Joey

Does the knuckle cracking bother everybody or is it just him?

Rachel
Well, I could live without it.

Joey

Is it like a little annoying or is it like when Phoebe chews her hair?

Ross

Don't listen to him, Phoebs. I think it's endearing.

Joey

You do, do you?

Ross

Now there's nothing wrong with speaking correctly.

Rachel
Indeed there isn't.



I should really get back to work.

Phoebe
Yeah, otherwise someone might get what they actually ordered.

Rachel
The hair comes out, the gloves come off.
Activity 7 
The Perfect Omelette
See www.videojug.com or type “how to” in the YouTube search box for clips to use in class. One that works well is Jamie Oliver Makes the Perfect Omelette.

In pairs, students say what they had for dinner last night. Hopefully someone will say omelette, and if not, say that you had omelette. Put students in groups of four. They describe how to make the perfect omelette, using any ingredients they like. Help with vocabulary (peel, beat eggs, frying pan etc). Regroup students in pairs from different groups and they compare methods and ingredients. What did they do the same and differently? Finally, show the video and students compare with Jamie Oliver. For homework, make the omelette and bring a photo of it, or better still, bring the omelette to the next class for everyone to try.

YouTube

Go to one of these websites to download a clip, which you can save on your computer or put onto a DVD using a programme like Roxio.
www.savevid.com  (saves a copy on your desktop)
www.zamzar.com  (emails a link to the converted file, which you then download)
Finally.....
If you have any questions about any of the activities, you can contact me at muirsteve@gmail.com
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