
Please, Please, Please, Let Me Get What I Want

Teacher's notes
1. Divide the class into two groups, A and B. Tell them that they're going to see this year's Christmas ad for TV for John Lewis - a major department store in the UK. Tell them that the ad is a major event every year in Britain and that this year's one has gone viral on the internet and sparked huge media interest around the world.
2. Explain that the ad has been divided into three parts. Each group will see one part only - B will watch the first part (as far as 0:40) and A the second (0:41 - 1:04) They will all eventually see the last part but not till later.
3. Tell them that they will see their section of the ad three times. The first time they should just watch, but for the second and third viewings they can make notes. Their objective is to remember as much as they can of what they've seen in as much detail as possible. 
4. Then explain that you will also be giving them a piece of paper with sentences describing the other group's part of the video i.e. the bit that they will NOT see.
5. They have to do three things. 
· They have to work together to remember what they saw and help each other with vocabulary to explain it. Basically, they should come up with an agreed description. Don't help with vocab - get them to use dictionaries.
· Then they have to look up anything they don't understand or are unsure how to pronounce in the sentences they've been given and then underline the words they feel should be stressed when reading them and also mark where they think there should be a pause ( see Teacher's answers below for a suggestion ).
· Finally, they should practise reading their sentences, following the stress patterns and pauses that they've decided on and at the same time, trying not to do it in a monotone! The objective is for it to sound as natural as possible. They'll need some help but once they get the hang of it, they do it very well.
Now is the time to let the Bs watch the first part of the video. While they're doing so, give the As their sentences and let them start working on them. When the Bs have finished watching three times, give them their sentences and remind them to do the three tasks mentioned above. The As now watch their part of the ad three times. Once they've finished, both groups should now be engaged in helping each other explain what they saw and working on their sentences for the other group.
6. Once they have done the above and feel they are ready, bring them together in AB pairs. They take it in turns to read their sentences to each other. It's extremely important that they never see each other's papers as the objective here is some good speaking and listening practice. When A reads the first sentence for B, for example, B must first understand EXACTLY what's being said by asking for repetition or explanation if necessary and then B has to tell A whether the sentence is true or false according to what they saw. If they can't remember, just guess. Then it's A's turn and so on until all the sentences have been done.
7. Now put them back in their original A and B groups. The task now is to quickly compare what they've been told and see if they've all been given the same information.
8. Now show all of them the first two parts of the video without stopping.
9. Send them back into their AB pairs and ask them to give feedback to their partner on how well they did. 
10.  Finally, ask each pair to come up with a prediction about how the ad finishes. Then show them all the whole ad and see if anyone was correct.
11. For homework, email them the homework worksheet and discuss the answers in the following class.
Teacher's answers


These are the answers in chronological order and with suggestions for stressed words (underlined ) and pauses (marked with a forward slash).


Group B (0:00 - 0:40  - stop  as soon as the camera pans to the clock's pendulum and before we see him swinging)

· The boy’s bedroom is upstairs, / right above the hallway. (true)
· He eats a chocolate / from the top right-hand compartment  / of the advent calendar. (false – top left)

· We see him sigh / more than once. (true)
· He’s sitting cross-legged on the floor  / while repeatedly throwing a ball against the door. (false – against the wall)
· He has a baby sister  / who’s fond of orange juice. (false – blackcurrant juice)

· We see him spinning round and round  / in a swivel chair. (true)
· We see him staring out of the window  / wearing 3D glasses  / and dressed up as a shepherd. (true)
· Dressed up as a wizard,  / he uses a wand  / to try and cast a spell on his watch  / and make it go forward. (false – on the clock)

Group A ( 0:41 - 1:04  - just as he wakes up in the morning but stop before we see him getting up)

· He’s on the swing in the front garden. (false – the back garden)
· His mother’s cradling a mug of tea  / in both hands. (true)
· You can tell from her expression  / that she feels for him. (true)
· He’s wearing red boots  / and a bobble hat  / on the swing. (false – yellow boots)
· His father puts his left hand  / on his right knee  / to stop his knee jiggling. (true)
· He wolfs down his peas  / much to his parents' amusement. (false – the father is puzzled/annoyed and the mother is concerned/resigned)
· He races up the stairs,  / taking off his blue dressing gown as he goes. (false – red dressing gown)

· He pulls the duvet up to his nose  / and squeezes his eyes closed. (true)

