Eye in the Sky

Teacher's notes

The idea here is to practise listening for chunks of language, rather than for individual words. So there's no information about how many words are missing in each gap. In addition, we're making a contrast between the quite formal language that's used in the clues and the much more informal/colloquial language used in the actual lyrics to say the same thing. Thirdly, there's the chance to compare the two versions of the song, not just in terms of which they prefer but also with regard to which is easier from a listening point of view and why.

Procedure:

1. Lead-in. Dictate the second column below, ask students to come up with examples of songs for each theme and get feedback. Then dictate the first column and see if they can match your songs correctly to the same themes ( you can play a little clip from the link if no-one knows it but it's better to guess and they can listen at home):

“Creep” by Radiohead
Jealousy

“Someone like you” by Adele
Forbidden love

“Me and Mrs. Jones” by  Billy Paul
Breaking up

“It must be love” by Madness
Unrequited love

“Mr. Brightside” by The Killers
Head over heels in love

And here's the answer:

“Creep” by Radiohead
Unrequited love

“Someone like you” by Adele
Breaking up

“Me and Mrs. Jones” by  Billy Paul
Forbidden love

“It must be love” by Madness
Head over heels in love

“Mr. Brightside” by The Killers
Jealousy

2. Now tell them they're going to listen to another song and all they have to do is say which theme it represents from the five above. (Answer: Breaking up) Use the Alan Parson's original: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNiie_zmSr8
3. Check the answer (ask what they heard that gave it away) and then hand out the worksheet (page 3). Point out that the phrases in brackets are clues in more formal language for the missing phrases which are more informal. Give them time in groups to see if they can guess any before listening. Use the original again.

4. Now let them compare suggestions and then tell them they're going to listen again. Without telling them beforehand, play the Noa cover version: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V7XItYQZfRE
5. Check final answers and deal with any questions and then show them the quotes from people on YouTube (page 4). In groups or as a class, discuss which version is better and have a vote at the end.

6. Ask students to talk about covers they like. Finally show students the list of phrases taken from the song and ask them to be ready to tell a true personal anecdote about one of them, for the next day's class.
Eye In The Sky
Eric Wolfson/Alan Parsons

Don't think sorry's easily said

Don't try turning tables instead

You've taken lots of chances before

But I'm not gonna give anymore

Don't ask me

That's how it goes

Cause part of me knows what you're thinkin'

Don't say words you're gonna regret

Don't let the fire rush to your head

I've heard the accusation before

And I ain't gonna take any more

Believe me

The sun in your eyes

Made some of the lies worth believing

CHORUS:

I am the eye in the sky

Looking at you

I can read your mind

I am the maker of rules

Dealing with fools

I can cheat you blind

And I don't need to see any more

To know that

I can read your mind, I can read your mind

Don't leave false illusions behind

Don't cry cause I ain't changing my mind

So find another fool like before

Cause I ain't gonna live anymore 

Believing some of the lies 

While all of the signs are deceiving

CHORUS

Eye In The Sky
Eric Wolfson/Alan Parsons

Don't think sorry's easily said

Don't try _____________________instead (rearranging furniture to gain the upper hand)

You've _____________________before (not been averse to risks)

But I ain't gonna give anymore

Don't ask me

_____________________ (such is life)

Cause part of me knows what you're thinkin'

Don't say words _____________________ (you might subsequently wish to retract)

Don't let the fire rush to your head

I've heard the accusation before

And _____________________ (I have reached the limit of my patience)

Believe me

The sun in your eyes

Made some of the lies _____________________ (attractive)

CHORUS:

I am the eye in the sky

Looking at you

I can _____________________ (tell what you are thinking)

I am the maker of rules

_____________________ (working with people of sub-standard intellect)

I can _____________________ (deceive you with ease)

And I don't need to see any more

To know that

_____________________ (tell what you are thinking)

Don't leave _____________________behind (dreams which are impossible to fulfil)

Don't cry cause I ain't _____________________ (coming to a different conclusion)

So find another fool like before

Cause I ain't gonna live anymore 

Believing some of the lies 

While all of the signs are _____________________ (leading one in the wrong direction)

CHORUS
Comments on YouTube

Don't like the cover

· Oh, God. Why﻿ turn AP's singularly perfect drive* into this folky chirpy take?

The song TURNS on that chug-chug-chug linear guitar in the original!

· Alan Parson's original is FAR better than this﻿ version...!

· This is a﻿ joke, have a look at the original!

· Yeah, you're absolutely right. She's got﻿ a beautiful voice, but NOT THIS SONG!

*as in “a driving rhythm” i.e. strong, continuous and repetitive and quite the opposite of Noa's “music-light” version

Love the cover

· Never thought much﻿ of the song but this is a nice version of it.

· I﻿ love!

· Sure, the original version of Alan Parson is great, but Noa is no joke. just listen to some more of her songs. She's great too.

· This is hypnotic and beautiful. I love this version. It makes me listen﻿ to the words. Nice and simple.

· Beautiful!!! I liked Alan Parson's original also, but Noa gives it﻿ a whole new dimension. She has a wonderful voice.

Tell us about a time when:

· you turned the tables on someone

· you took a chance and it worked out for you

· you did or said something that you regret

· you changed your mind just in time

· you did something difficult that was worth the effort

· you decided you weren't going to take any more
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