
A Piece of Paper 
Teacher's Notes 

 
Video http://www.theguardian.com/media/2014/feb/27/ad-break-3-mobile-kitty-

channel-4-space-coca-cola 
 
1. Tell the students that a piece of paper can be something to look forward to or the complete 

opposite. Give an example i.e. an envelope arriving in your letter-box. It could be a job offer 
or an electricity bill.  

2. Put students in groups and ask them to make a list of as many things as they can think of - 
both positive and negative -  that a piece of paper can represent. Help with vocabulary. 

3. Put as many of their suggestions as you can on the board in two columns: positive and 
negative. 

4. Now tell them that they're going to see a short video and that they they'll have to watch it 
without making any notes. When it's finished, they'll have to decide how many “pieces of 
paper” they saw in the video. They'll get one point for each thing they correctly remember. 

5. Show the video from 01:55 until the end at 03:08. 
6. Give them time to discuss and then write up their ideas, helping with language. Give points 

to the groups for their answers.  
Suggested Answers 

 Call-up papers for the army 

 Exam results 

 Boarding card 

 Passport application 

 Guest list 

 “Closed” sign 

 Student reports 

 Loan application 
7. Play the video one more time so they can confirm the answers. 
8. Now divide the class into 3 groups of more or less equal size: A, B and C. If you have a larger 

group, you could have two or even three groups for each letter. Assign each group one of 
the following examples in the video as follows: 
Group A: The call-up papers 
Group B: The boarding card 
Group C:  The guest list 

9. Give each group a sheet of A4 paper and tell them to write a detailed description of the 
images related to their example. They have to write as if they were giving an exact visual 
representation of their scene to someone who hasn’t seen the ad. Encourage an attention to 
detail. Play the video once more before they start writing. 

10. As they write, go around the class helping with vocabulary.  
11. Now ask each group to stand up and move to another group’s table but leave their piece of 

A4 paper where it is i.e. the groups move, the papers don’t. The easiest way to do this is to 
ask As to go to a B table, Bs to a C table and Cs to an A table.  

12. Now tell them they have to try and improve the other group’s description by correcting, 
adding or enhancing something. Play the video again if necessary. 

13. You could repeat the stage above, if you have time, by asking the groups to move again. 
14. Finally, ask each group to return to their original piece of paper, see what changes have been 

made and comment on them. 
15. For homework, tell them that the ad comes from a Guardian Ad review and send them the 

link. They have to watch the other ads, choose their favourite and be ready to say why the 
next day.  
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